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SUBJECT: NORTH WEST CAPE AGREEMENTS 

1 . THE JOINT STATEMENT ISSUED IN JANUARY FOLLOWING 
AUSTRALIAN MINISTER EOR DEFENSE BARNARD'S VISIT WITH THE 
SECRETARY OE DEEENSE SPECIEIED THAT DETAILS OE THE NEW 
ARRANGEMENTS EOR MAKING THE NAVAL COMMUNICATION STATION AT 
NORTH WEST CAPE A JOINT EACILITY WOULD BE "WORKED OUT AND 
COMPLETED IN DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. NAVY AND THE 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY." THE U.S. NAVY HAS REVIEWED THE 
AREAS IN WHICH NEW ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE NECESSARY, AND HAS 
INDICATED ITS INTENTION TO NEGOTIATE NEW OR AMENDED WRITTEN 
AGREEMENTS WITH THE AUSTRALIAN NAVY COVERING THE EOLLOWING 
AREAS: 

A. JOINT MANNING 
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B. DEPUTY COMMANDER DUTIES 
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C. COMMISSARY/EXCHANGE PRIVILEGES FOR RAN PERSONNEL 

D. COST SHARING 

E. MEDICAL SERVICES/LIABILITY FOR RAN PERSONNEL 

2. IN ORDER TO INITIATE NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING THESE 
AGREEMENTS, THE DIRECTOR OF NAVAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
RADM BOYES, WILL REQUEST THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY TO 
APPOINT A NEGOTIATOR OR A NEGOTIATING TEAM. THE U.S. NAVY 
WILL BE REPRESENTED BY THE COMMANDING OEFICER OF THE 

COMMUNICATIONS STATION AT NORTH WEST CAPE. WE PROPOSE 
THAT THESE NEGOTIATIONS BE CONDUCTED AT A SITE MUTUALLY 
AGREEABLE TO BOTH SIDES. OUR PREEERENCE WOULD BE NORTH 
WEST CAPE OR EXMOUTH, SINCE THIS WOULD GIVE THE NEGOTIATORS 
A FIRST HAND FAMILIARITY WITH THE OPERATIONS AND PROBLEMS 
INVOLVED. 

3. ALL AGREEMENTS NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE TWO SERVICES 
WILL BE SUBJECT TO STATE-DEEENSE REVIEW PRIOR TO SIGNATURE. 

IN CERTAIN CASES, SUCH AS THE COMMISSARY PRIVILEGES AND 
COST-SHARING AGREEMENTS, NAVY WILL CONSULT WITH DOD AND 
STATE AT MAJOR STAGES DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS. REGARDING 
THE OTHER PROPOSED AGREEMENTS, THE NAVY WILL ALSO CONSULT 
AT APPROPRIATE TIMES ON BROADER ISSUES SUCH AS LIABILITY, 
CLAIMS, AND THE APPLICABILITY OF OTHER U.S.-AUSTRALIAN 
AGREEMENTS. 

4. YOU MAY WISH TO INEORM THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN 
AFEAIRS OF THE PROPOSED NEGOTIATING PROCEDURES. IN FACT, 

THE PROCESS HAS ALREADY BEGUN BASED ON MUTUAL AGREEMENTS 
THAT THEY WERE ACCEPTABLE. IN THE EVENT THAT YOU OR GOA 
SEE ANY PROBLEM WITH THE MODALITIES OF THE SERVICE-TO- 
SERVICE ARRANGEMENTS, WE WOULD BE GLAD TO GO OVER THEM 
WITH DEFENSE. RUSH 
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